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Conclusion
Working with patients with spinal cord injuries

Enriching
Demanding experience 
Developing essential
technical
Developing human
skills 

But need : 

Good supervision
Handle emotions  

(positives & negatives)

It’s :
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Introduction

It can be challenging for
students  with these patients

to remain empathetic and
emotionally detached

A spinal cord injury refers to any
injury, complete or incomplete,

to the spinal cord 
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Methodology

Physio’ student

Have undergone
treatment for one
or more spinal
cord injuries

Physiotherapist

Have undergone
treatment only in the
1 year for one spinal
cord injuries

SEMI-STRUCTURED
INTERVIEWS
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What professional
experience do
physiotherapy

trainees have in
the care of spinal

cord injuries? 

Paresthesis

Bladder

Mental health

Physiotherapy students

consequences
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Physiotherapy students who have completed a
placement with spinal cord injured patients

Trainees' experiences in caring for people with
spinal cord injuries

Approach inspired by Interpretative
Phenomenological Analysis (IPA)

Students' experience and attitude during their
placement

Qualitative research

All interviews were
transposed into

explanatory models. 
Four main themes

emerged unanimously: 

Emotional involvement
and overall feelings,
Communication,
Lack of knowledge, 
The benefits of the
placement.

Physiotherapist
physiotherapist, Phd

Trainers Students
Internship

tutors

To take mental health of
trainees into account

Ask questions to find out if
everything is going well 

Overall a positive experience

Take care of yourself 

You are not alone

Sensitize trainees for 
their placement

 Communication +++

Offer training following
internship experience

Contact
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Scan me ! 
more information ?

Scan me ! 


